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Name: ____________________________ Date:______________________ 
 
 
 
 
1. The painting in the passage represents the artist’s 
 

a. looks. 
b. feelings. 
c. love. 
d. brother. 

 
 
2. Another word for frustrated is 
 

a. content. 
b. mean. 
c. upset. 
d. at peace. 

 
 
3. A symbolist in the late 1800s would most approve of a society in which 
 

a. there wasn’t a great difference in wealth between rich and poor. 
b. most of the power was held in the hands of a few. 
c. people didn’t care about pollution. 
d. people didn’t care about what Symbolists painted. 

 
 
4. All of these are facts except 
 

a. Symbolists used painting as an outlet for their anger. 
b. although their work was born in anger, symbolism is an important art 

movement. 
c. Symbolist painters distorted figures.  
d. at the time, new industries were causing pollution. 

 
 
5. The passage “Symbolism” is mostly about 
 

a. Edvard Much’s The Scream 
b. the bad things that were happening in the 1800s 
c. why an artistic movement started and what it was 
d. how you can translate symbols into words 
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6. How would you describe paintings by Symbolists, such as the one in the 
passage? 

 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. How did Symbolists express their feelings? 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word or phrase 

that best completes the sentence.  
 

Symbolism was not popular when it was around, _________ we know about it 
today. 

 
a. because 
b. after 
c. so 
d. yet 

 
 
9. Answer the following questions based on the sentence below.  
 
The painting The Scream shows Edvard Munch’s frustration. 
 
What? the painting The Scream 
 
(does) What? ____________________________________________________ 
 
Who? ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
10. Vocabulary Word:  underground: something that is hidden or kept in secret. 
 
Use the vocabulary word in a sentence: ________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________  
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Teacher Guide and Answers 
 
Passage Reading Level: Lexile 840 
 
Featured Text Structure: Descriptive – the writer explains, defines or illustrates 
a concept or topic 
 
Passage Summary: Symbolism was an artistic movement that started in the late 
1800s.  It came from a place of frustration, used line and color as never before, 
and was initially not well accepted by society. 
 
 
1. The painting in the passage represents the artist’s 

a. looks. 
b. feelings. 
c. love. 
d. brother. 

 
2. Another word for frustrated is 

a. content. 
b. mean. 
c. upset. 
d. at peace. 

 
3. A symbolist in the late 1800s would most approve of a society in which 

a. there wasn’t a great difference in wealth between rich and 
poor. 

b. most of the power was held in the hands of a few. 
c. people didn’t care about pollution. 
d. people didn’t care about what Symbolists painted. 

 
4. All of these are facts except 

a. Symbolists used painting as an outlet for their anger. 
b. although their work was born in anger, symbolism is an 

important art movement. 
c. Symbolist painters distorted figures.  
d. at the time, new industries were causing pollution. 

 
5. The passage “Symbolism” is mostly about 

a. Edvard Much’s The Scream 
b. the bad things that were happening in the 1800s 
c. why an artistic movement started and what it was 
d. how you can translate symbols into words 
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6. How would you describe paintings by Symbolists, such as the one in the 
passage? 

 
Suggested answer: Answers will vary but may include that they show 
deep emotion through the use of dark colors, wavy lines, and distortion of 
subject.   
 
 

7. How did Symbolists express their feelings? 
 
Suggested answer: Symbolists expressed their feelings by distorting 
figures, and using line and color as never before. [paragraph #3] 
 
 

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word or phrase 
that best completes the sentence.  
 
Symbolism was not popular when it was around, _________ we know about it 
today. 
 

a. because 
b. after 
c. so 
d. yet 

 
 
9. Answer the following questions based on the sentence below.  
 
The painting The Scream shows Edvard Munch’s frustration. 
 
 
What? the painting The Scream 
 
 
(does) What? shows Edvard Munch’s frustration 
 
 
10. Vocabulary Word:  underground: something that is hidden or kept in secret. 
 
Use the vocabulary word in a sentence: answers may vary. 

 

 

 


